
 

 

Minutes of the meeting of Fen Ditton Parish Council held on Tuesday, 7th July, 2015 at 7.30 p.m. in 
the Recreation Ground Pavilion. 
Present:  Cllrs. J. Conroy; M Easterfield; V Farrar; W. Irvin-Braben;  C Jones; L. Seuss;  L Woolfenden 
In attendance:  County Councillor J Williams; 4 members of the public; the clerk 
2015/80 To receive apologies 

Cllr F Bennée (family illness) 
2015/81 Open Forum for members of the public 

A member of the public raised issues regarding the overhanging hedge on Plough Hill 
and the west end of the recreation ground hedge on  Green End and the pot holes in 
the paths and the loose road chippings   The clerk informed the parishioner that an 
order for work to attend to these matters had been given and Cty. Councillor Williams 
reported that road had been swept after the resurfacing and that routine  sweeping 
was the responsibility of South Cambridgeshire District Council.  He agreed to ask CCC 
to review the programme for road sweeping and suggested that the parish council 
request information regarding the road surfacing contract. 
Concern was expressed regarding plans for the Green Dragon bridge.  Cty Cllr Williams 
stated that the County Council are not involved and that the proposals are a City Council 
project.  The cycle bridge working party would examine the consultation. 
Issues regarding Ditton Meadows footpath were raised – this would be discussed at the 
agenda item 

2015/82 To approve the Minutes of the monthly meeting held on 2nd June, 2015 
The minutes of the meeting held on 2 June 2015 were approved and signed. 

2015/83 To approve the Minutes of the extra-ordinary meeting held on 11th June, 2015 
The Minutes of the extra-ordinary meeting held on 11th June, 2015 were approved and 
signed. 

2015/84 To receive declarations from Councillors as to the disclosable pecuniary and non-
pecuniary  in relation to any agenda item 
Cllr. Woolfenden declared a non-pecuniary interest in 2015/97 as a membership of 
Friends of Ditton Meadows.  It was noted that a declaration at each meeting was not 
necessary by Cllr Woolfenden if the relevant amendments were made to her Register 
of Interests. 

2015/85 Clerk’s report and matters arising from the Minutes 
i. Land by the barn – no progress 
ii. Speedwatch – the Chairman attended a meeting, organised by Horningsea 

Parish Council, at which Brian Robins, Cambridge Police Force Speedwatch 
co-ordinator attended.  A training session for residents have expressed an 
interest will be held on  31st July, 2015 

iii. Plough Hill overhanging vegetation –  further to the report to the meeting 
on 11th June I have met with Mark Reynolds, CGM Ltd, to discuss what needs 
to be done to make safe the overhanging vegetation.  CCC Highways have 
been informed that FDPC are having to resort to carrying out the work as 
they have failed to act, despite assuring the police that it would be done, 
and that a claim for the cost will be made.  The west end of the recreation 
ground boundary was also inspected with Mark Reynolds who will be 
providing a cost along with the work as mentioned above. 

iv. Terms of office for FDPC nominated trustees – information still to be 
received. 

v. Street lights – Balfour Beatty forwarded plans for changes to street lights to 
the traffic routes of  Ditton Lane, Horningsea Road and High Ditch Road.  
Comments were passed to Balfour Beatty of the concerns of the positioning 



 

 

of the columns on the kerb of the path which would restrict the width of the 
path.  Balfour Beatty design team have agreed with the comments of the 
Council and will be checking the markings for the new columns to ensure 
that they are positioned to take account of the concerns. 

vi. Affordable Housing – the chairman is meeting the SCDC housing officer, a 
planning officer and Cllr Turner on 15th July to discuss the need and provision 
in Fen Ditton 

vii. Double yellow lines – to  be discussed at the August meeting 
viii. Standing Orders – to be discussed at the August meeting.  Points raised by 

the Internal Auditor observed will be incorporated into the Standing Orders 
prior to circulation 

ix. Internal Order Report – the report has now been received.   to be considered 
at the August meeting 

x. Quarterly financial figures – to be considered at the  August meeting. 
xi. Casual vacancy – following the resignation by Susannah Ticciatti a casual 

vacancy has been notified to SCDC and the relevant notices displayed. 
xii. Training – it was agreed that LCPAS be asked to provide in house training on 

Wednesday 7th October.  Suggestions for items of training to be submitted 
to the clerk.  It was suggested that sole trustee/councillor relationship 
should be included 

xiii. War memorial – it was reported that there is only public liability insurance 
cover on the war memorial.  The clerk advised as the memorial is in the 
ownership of the council there should also be insurance for impact.  A cost 
of replacement would be established in order that insurance could be put in 
place. 

2015/86 To approve accounts for payment: 
It was agreed that the following payments be made: 
 Cheq. 

No. 
Amount 

British Telecommunications DD   30.23 
e.on DD   11.88 
Hayden Woodruff – bus shelter cleaning 101271   30.00 
Kevin Bennett – grave digging 101272 245.00 
Cambridgeshire ACRE – April – June payroll 101273   36.00 
CGM – rec. ground, ckt outfield, village green & cemetery 101274 453.30 
Sarah Smart – June salary 101275 531.37 
Post Office - tax 101275     2.20 

 

2015/87 To note money received -                                                                                 Nil.  Noted 
2015/88 To note amended and approve annual return 

The amended annual return had been circulated.  It was agreed that the amendments 
be approved 

2015/89 To receive report from County Councillor Williams 
Cambridge library – the creation of a Enterprise Centre on a floor in the central library 
had been vetoed by members.  Further consultation will now take place as to how to 
use the space to the best financial benefit. 
The report on the Chisholm Trail is in the public domain.  There is to be a meeting at 
Cambourne on 15th July to discuss the City Deal.  The chairman will be attending. 
Local Highway Initiative scheme 2016 is to be launched shortly with a closing date in 
October.  Additional points towards the scheme are now scored on sociability and 
inclusiveness. 



 

 

A response in line with the Council’s response had been submitted on the electoral 
review by Cty. Cllr. Williams. 
Cllr Conroy reported that the communications between the parish council and county 
council highways is not satisfactory particularly relating to the overhanging vegetation 
on Plough Hill, Green End.  The council were informed that the County Council dispute 
that the verge, and therefore the vegetation, is their responsibility.  It was suggested 
that Gavin Wiseman is invited to the August meeting to address any issues, including 
the re-surfacing of Church Street, the overhanging vegetation and communications. 
Parishioners raised queries on the eastern orbital bus route –the route of which is 
unknown 
In the absence of District Councillor Turner Cty Councillor Williams reported the 
timescale of the Local Development Framework re-submission following the comments 
of the Inspector as reported in the June meeting, minute 2015/59.  It is expected that 
the consultation will be in January 2016 and the plan re-submitted in February 2016. 

2015/90 To receive report from District Councillor Robert Turner 
No report 

2015/91 To receive report from PCSO 
No report.  It was noted that PCSOs will no longer be attending Parish Council meetings.  
It was agreed that this item would no longer appear on the agenda 

2015/92 To receive report from chairman of Fen Ditton Recreation Ground Trust 
It was reported that the parking arrangements in June for the May, university, bumps 
had been a great success, that the traffic flow on the Saturday had been good and that 
about £1600 had been raised.  All those who had contributed to this success were 
thanked for their support. 
With regard to the Town bumps the Trust requested that the Council circulate a request 
for volunteers.  The Chairman of the Trust agreed to contact Cambridge Rowing Club 
for assistance in the parking arrangements. 

2015/93 To consider planning application 
S/1432/15/LD Hardwick 

House, High 
Ditch Rd 

Lawful development certificate for the erection of 
garage, workshop & garden wall 
It was noted that the plans and the application 
differ in that an office is included on the plan but is 
not mentioned in the documentation, that the 
plans appear to be inconsistent in that the wall 
mentioned on the description is not identified on 
the plans.  Request that a condition of approval be 
that all deliveries and parking are on site and that 
any damage done to verges during building works is 
re-instated 

S/1257/15/FL Quy Waters, 
Newmarket 
Rd. 

Erection of perimeter acoustic fence, boundary 
fencing & new entrance gates 
It was  requested that SCDC investigate as to 
whether the site of planning application 
S/1257/15/FL is within the green belt or not and 
that a condition to safeguard the tree from damage 
and for future maintenance is included in any 
approval document. 

S/1425/18/RM Orchard 
House, High 
Ditch Rd. 

Reserved matters application for 2 dwellings & 
access 



 

 

No objections. Comment that the rural character of 
the frontage and the rural aspect of High Ditch Road 
should be retained due to the fact that this is 
subject to the ancient and historic access to Fen 
Ditton. It was  considered that sub paragraphs 4 and 
6 of the Site and Context paragraph in the Design 
and Access statement overstates the impact of the 
WING planning application since the urban 
development of this application is planned for the 
Newmarket Road edge of the proposed site.  A 
request that all damage done to verges as a result 
of the building works should be rectified. 

S/1345/15/FL Orchard 
House, High 
Ditch Rd. 

Erection of detached cart lodge including cycle & 
bin store to front of dwelling 
See comments on S/1425/18/RM above.  There 
should be no reversing out of properties 

S/1392/15/AD 699 
Newmarket 
Rd. 

Advertisement signs at Marshall 
Approve. 

 

2015/94 Planning application responses from SCDC: 
S/0624/15/FL 27 High Ditch 

Rd. 
Single storey rear music room extension to existing 
dwelling 

 

2015/95 To consider request from Trustees of Willy’s Almshouse for contribution to re-instate 
railings in the front of the Almshouses 
It was agreed that if the project to re-instate railings in front of the almshouses 
proceeds £1000 of s.106 money be given, at the commencement of installation of the 
railings at the earliest,  to Willy’s Almshouse Trust.  The clerk had advised councillors 
that if s.106 was not used in accordance with the requirements of the agreement and 
the purposes for which it had been given the developer could reclaim the contribution 
from the council. 

2015/96 To consider communication from Bidwells regarding Ditton Meadows and to consider 
response and actions 
As a result of discussions held with Bidwells, agents for Gonville and Caius, Roland Bull 
of Bidwells had agreed to attend the August meeting to discuss a draft proposal to 
possibly re-instate the access across Ditton Meadow which could be locked when 
necessary.  It was noted that the Council finance for the bins at the end of the High 
Street which helps to keep Ditton Meadows tidy for the college. 

2015/97 To  consider report from Fen Ditton PC working party on proposed River Cambridge 
Cllr Jones, following the information recently that the cycling campaign is being 
supported, agreed to provide a further report. 

2015/98 To consider report on proposals for Chesterton Station 
The channel of communication established by the clerk with Volkar regarding the 
investigation work on Ditton Meadows was considered to be satisfactory.  The clerk 
assured councillors that information received would be made public as required.. 

2015/99 To receive correspondence 
Cheffins – land on Horningsea Road.  Sold for well in excess of the asking price of 
£75,000.  It was suggested that the land may fall within the inner green belt. 
Lucy Frazer MP – offer of meeting with local residents and Council.  It was agreed that 
the invitation for 28th July be accepted.  Cllr Jones agreed to prepare a paper of points 
for raising. 



 

 

Balfour Beatty – consultation on proposals for changes to street lighting 
Housing Development Officer, SCDC – affordable housing  

2015/100 To accept notices and matters for the next agenda 
Noticeboards 
Policy for cars parking on verges. 

 
The meeting ended at 10.40 p.m. 
 
 
Chairman …………………………………………………      Date …………………………………………………………………………. 


